tion of purgative medicine. Momentous as are its objects, and fraught as it is with the most serious consequences, it is resorted to with a familiarity and confidence implying that its operation, however powerful, is still harmless. Thig opinion arises from a misapprehension that the peristaltic or contractile power of the intestines may be indefinitely excited without incurring any considerable ailment,?that the evaeuant efi'ect affords relief,? and that no material inconvenience is likely to result from the disordered action that is induced. This is an erroneous notion, and does not sufficiently discriminate the 
